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Challenge to Action 


DISTURBED BY THE GOSPEL 


After long study and prayerful searching for wis- 
dom the Assembly has declared its understanding 
of the Word of God for our day. At times declara- 
tions of the Assembly have disturbed us for, like 
Peter of old, each of us is “‘a sinful man.”’ Pastors 
have spoken from their pulpits the gospel entrusted 
to them. Because the gospel is relevant to life it 
does not necessarily follow that it will please men. 
The preacher who is true to his trust makes no ef- 
fort to satisfy the whims of man. He is deeply con- 
cerned about keeping faith with God. Sunday school 
teachers and leaders have been aware of the trust 
given them to teach the gospel in its entirety. They 
have taught both love and judgment. Throughout 
the General Assembly members of the Presbyterian 
Church have been faced by the call of God to believe 
the qcspel and bear witness to it. The response has 
not been perfect. Nor have the answers of men 
been identical. But Christians have become aware 
of a divine trust and have been striving through 
study, prayer, and action, to speak ‘not to please 
men, but to please God who tests our hearts.’’ It 
is through such faithful witnessing that the gospel 
is heard and man. accepting it, is redeemed.— 
Board of Christian Education. 


FIRST DAY OR SEVENTH? 


The Christian does not advocate Sunday as by 
law a holier day thon Saturday, for to insist upon 
any one day in that matter, to the extent of mak- 
ing it an essential point of doctrine is in itself to re- 
turn to the law. But this is fundamentally why the 
claims of Seventh Day Adventists and others are to 
be rejected, for they are alwzys advanced—whether 
admitted or not—on the basis of law and legalistic 


interpretation of Scripture, and in forgetfulness of 
the function of Christ in giving fulfillment of the law, 
specifically the Sabbath law. To reply to such ar- 
guments by an attempt to validate Sunday from the 
law would be to sacrifice the Reformed position.— 
Committee on the Proper Use of the Lord’s Day. 


THE CHURCH’S COLLEGES " 


Presbyterians have both ability and resources to 
make their colleges the peers of any others in the 
nation. Increasingly, evidence indicates that Pres- 
byterians will meet this challenge. . . . The projected 
plans for Presbyterian institutions for 1972 call 
for an investment in capital resources of $300 mil- 
lion, a large increase . . . both possible and prob- 
able.—Board of Christian Education. 


CHURCH VOCATIONS 


Because the number of men and women of the 
age group which is entering into its life work in 
this decade is so small, in relation to the ‘number 
cf vocations which need them, there is a keen com- 
petition in bidding for their services. Although work- 
ing conditions and salaries are improving in the 
churches, yet the church can never hope to compete 
for the services of its people solely on the basis of 
material advantages. It is quite evident that trained 
ycung people now can find jobs requiring shorter 
hours of work and paying larger salaries, which 
require fewer years of training. The church needs 
to give considered attention to keeping before all 
of its people the types of appeal for full-time service 
in the church at home and abroad, which can be 
made only by the church._—Assembly’s Training 
School (asking to be called Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education). 











Letters to the Editors 





Symbol of Self-Speaking Bible Is Urged 





Wilhelm Applauded 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

It was most refreshing to read the let- 
ter from the Louisville Seminary student, 
Jack Wilhelm, Class of ’59 (March 30). 
My rejoicing is provoked by this thinking 
man who will shortly be exhorting his 
own congregation with such thoughts. I 
believe he gave an almost excellent criti- 
cism of the institutions of the church. 

Mr. Wilhelm sees a narrow interpreta- 
tion of the Bible by groups within the 
church institutions — opposing groups 
which use the Bible to prove or strengthen 
their divergent positions, “rather than let- 
ting it speak for itself.’ 

If there is a weak thought in his letter 
according to my perception, it is in this 
attitude that any written word, even the 
Bible which contains the Word of God, 
could possibly speak infallibly and all-con- 
clusively as a Power of God. 

I believe (and hope) that he, along with 
many others, is suggesting symbolically 
that the Bible be allowed to speak for it- 
self. I believe that there are many who 
teach this same thought and don't realize 
that this thought of a self-speaking Bible 
is not to be interpreted literally. My fear 
is that there are many in the pews who 
accept such symbolic statements as literal 
truth and that this might be why the 
church institutions are in a position which 
provokes such criticism. 

The Confession of Faith, Chapter IX, 
paragraphs 2 and 4, says of the Holy 
Spirit: 

“. .. The dispensation of the gospel is 
especially committed to him. He pre- 
pares the way for it, accompanies it with 
his persuasive power, and urges its mes- 
sage upon the reason and conscience of 
men, so that they who reject its merciful 
offer are not only without excuse, but are 
also guilty of resisting the Holy Spirit... 

“He gives efficacy to the word and to 
the ordinances of the gospel. By him the 
church will be preserved, increased, puri- 
fied, and at last made perfectly holy in 
the presence of God.” 

And in Chapter I, paragraph 10, we find 
that “the Supreme Judge ... can be no 
other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the 
Scripture.” 

In summary, the Bible has the power 
to become an authentic holy communica- 
tion to me, on’y when I accept the guid- 
ance of God’s Spirit as the interpreting in- 
fluence in my life. 

Georce E. Ecporr (Layman). 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 


Bible Presbyterian Response 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Yesterday I received the March 30 issue 
of your paper in which there is a letter 
to the editor from Mr. Jack Wilhelm. Mr. 
Wilhelm refers to the November 24, 1958 
issue of your paper, which carried ex- 
tensive quotations from an article I wrote 
in the Bible Presbyterian Reporter of Oc- 
tober, 1958. 

Mr. Wilhelm asserts that Bible Presby- 
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—brings you Foreman, Thompson, Mar- 
tin in regular features you can read 
nowhere else. 
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terians and some Southern Presbyterians 
make three errors: “First, that the creeds 
and the Bible are on the same level and 
have the same authority. Second, that the 
creeds cannot be in error. Third, that, 
since they do not err, they do not need 
changing.” 

I cannot speak for Southern Presby- 
terians, but I am sure that Mr. Wilhelm 
has misunderstood the Bible Presbyterian 
position. There is no Bible Presbyterian 
I know who maintains any one of these 
three propositions. We do not believe 
that creeds are on the same level with 
Scripture. We believe that creeds can be 
in error. It is those who deny Biblical 
inerrancy who place the two on a par. 
We do not believe that the creeds are 
changeless. A living church guided by 
the Holy Spirit has a right to change its 
creed for the purpose of bringing it into 
sharper conformity to Scripture or mod- 
ernizing its language for apologetic pur- 
poses. But this is quite different from 
changing the creed because one disagrees 
not only with what the creed sets forth 
but with what Scripture teaches. To 
change a creed to conform more closely 
to Scripture is one thing; to change a 
creed which satisfactorily summarizes 
Scripture because one disbelieves the 
teaching is quite another. 

Mr. Wilhelm also confounds the use of 
modern methodology with Modernism. 
Bible Presbyterians believe in employing 
the best modern methods of propagating 
the gospel. But they do insist that it be 
the “gospel’—Christ’s substitutionary 
death for our sins, and his bodily resur- 
rection—which is propagated. A “true 
believer” is one who has believed this good 
news. 

There is also a distinction between 
changing a creed by constitutional means, 
and giving assent to the creed with one’s 
tongue in his cheek. May I assure you no 
Bible Presbyterians teach what Mr. Wil- 
helm has accused us of holding: that our 
church is the only one which has the 
truth. 

I am sending Mr. Wilhelm a copy of 
the Bible Presbyterian Reporter that he 
may carefully read the entire article to 
see exactly what we did say and shall be 
happy to send a copy to others requesting 
it. 

Bible Presbyterians thank God that no 
matter which one of our congregations he 
attends, one will find historic Christianity 
preached by modern means, in terms rele- 
vant to our times. Seriously, how “rele- 
vant” is the neo-orthodox and existential 
jargon? 

Jay E. Adams, General Secretary. 
Bible Presbyterian Committee on 
National Missions, St. Louis, Mo. 


NEW SURVEY EDITOR 
IS BEN HARTLEY 


Ben Hartley, until recently editor of 
the house organ of the Pet Milk Com- 
pany, has become editor of The Presby- 
terian Survey, official monthly publica- 
tion of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Mr. Hartley is a member of the South 
Webster Church, Webster Groves, Mo. 
He succeeeds William Thompson, who 


has taken a staff position with the na- 
tional headquarters of the Disciples 
Church in Indianapolis. 
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DAILY SCHEDULE 


WEDNESDAY, April 22, Druid Hills church, 
1026 Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 6. 

2:15 p.m., Pre-Assembly Evangelism 
Conference: David H. C. Read, New York; 
Thomas H. McDill, Robert F. Jones, 
Thomas M. Steen, Louis H. Patrick. 


7:30 p.m., Dr. Read. 


THURSDAY, April 23 

8:30 a.m., Dr. Read; seminars; 11:25, 
Charles L. King, Houston. 

1:45 p.m., Dr. Patrick; seminars; Dr. 
King. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

7:30 p.m., Opening of the Assembly, 
Druid Hills church; opening address by 
the Moderator, Philip F. Howerton. Elec- 
tion of the new Moderator and Assembly 
business. 


FRIDAY, April 24 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., and 2:00-5:30 p.m., 
Standing committees meet. (All commis- 
sioners are in these meetings.) 

7:30 p.m., Worship: M. A. Macdonald, 
Clinton, S. C., leader. Reports: Judicial 
Business; Lord’s Day, Montreat, Brief 
Statement of Faith. 


SATURDAY, April 25 

8:30 a.m., Worship: David E. Boozer, 
Flemington, Ga. Reports: Revision of 
Form of Government; Agency Salary 
Scales; “United” or “Federated” Church- 
es; Centennial. 

Recess at 12:30, with the afternoon 
spent going to the Presbyterian Center, 
Radio & TV Center, Columbia Seminary. 

5:30 p.m., Supper at Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, followed by evening service there 
featuring Sallman’s painting of Christ. 


SUNDAY, April 26 

8:30 a.m., Druid Hills church, Assembly 
communion service. 11:00 Worship: E. 
Lee Stoffel, Charlotte, N. C., preaching. 

3:00 p.m., Greetings from the fraternal 
delegates; music by the Rabun Gap glee 
club. 

7:30 p.m., Address: Stated Clerk Ben- 
jamin Alvares of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church of Mexico. 


MONDAY, April 27 

8:30 a.m., Worship: W. Arnold Pate, 
Richmond, Va. Reports: (1) General 
Council, (2) Bills & Overtures, (3) Judi- 
cial Business, (4) Assembly’s office, (5) 
World Missions. Recess, 12:30. 

2:00 p. m., (6) Annuities & Relief, (7) 
Presbyterian Survey, (8) Interchurch Re- 
lations, (9) Minister and His Work, Re- 
cess: 5:30. 

7:30 p.m., (10) Church Extension, (11) 
Radio, TV & Audio-Visuals. 


TUESDAY, April 28 

8:30 a.m., Worship: Vance Barron, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. (12) Minister and His 
Work, (13) Christian Relations. 

2:00 p.m., (14) Women’s Work, (15) 
Christianity and Health. Worship: Os- 
wald Delgado, Winter Park, Fla. Ad- 
journment. (There is no fixed time for 
adjournment. It comes when all the busi- 
ness is completed, regardless of how long 
is required.) 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP 


At SOUTHERN Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., the trustees 
have rescinded their dismissal of 13 pro- 
fessors last June, but “respectfully re- 
quested” the resignations of all but one 
who has since been reinstated. Although 
the professors agreed to submit their res- 
ignations, they said they could see little 
difference between being fired and being 
asked to resign. .., .IN MINNEAPOLIs, 
MINN., some 428 Protestant clergymen 
voted unanimously to invite Evangelist 
Billy Graham to conduct an extended re- 
vival campaign in that city during the 
summer of 1960, 61 or 62... . CHURCH 
CONSTRUCTION in the U. S. A. during the 
first quarter of 1959 is running 9% ahead 
of the same period a year ago. March 
construction: $67 million, 10% ahead 
of March 1958. .. . UN1TED LUTHERANS 
have named a committee of clergymen 
and physicians to study “‘the entire field 
of anointing and healing.”. . . PRoTEs- 
TANT AND Roman Catholic spokesmen 
are urging Congress to enact more gen- 
erous legislation in the field of refugee 
relief to enable full American participa- 
tion in the forthcoming International 
Refugee Year. . . . LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS 
to abolish the death penalty and substi- 
tute life imprisonment were defeated by 
the New Jersey State Assembly 30-19. 
... Howarp E. Butt, Jr., Corpus Chris- 
ti, Texas, business man and churchman, 
is leading in the organization of ‘“‘Chris- 
tian Men, Inc.,” with the purpose of en- 
couraging men “to make Christian sal- 
vation the occupation of their minds.” 
... METHODIST CHAPLAINS in the armed 
services are calling upon Methodist con- 
gregations to provide pre-induction coun- 
seling to members about to enter military 
service and to keep in touch with their 
young people while they are gone from 
home. . . . GERMANY’s BisHop Hanns 
Lilje of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church said in Valparaiso, Ind., that 
“the rise of the totalitarian state is the 
most embarrassing and humiliating prob- 
lem of modern history.”. . . In Hone 
Kone, travelers from the China main- 
land have reported that the Communist 
government is considering appointing a 
“Pope” to head the schismatic “National 
Catholic Church” there. 
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Mrs. McCutchen 
Dies in Atlanta 


Mrs. Leighton M. (Rowena Dickey) 
McCutchen, Executive Secretary of the 
Presbyterian U. S. Board of Women’s 
Work, died in Atlanta, Ga., April 6. 
Mrs. McCutchen had been ill for some 
time, suffering a recurrence of an illness 
of several years before. She had been 
head of the Women’s Work program since 
1956, going to it from the staff of the 
Board of World Missions, where she had 
served in the educational department for 
eight years. 

Mrs. McCutchen and her late husband 
went to the Belgian Congo in mission- 
ary service in 1931 where Mr. McCut- 
chen died in 1936. Their son, Leighton 
M., is now pastor of the Albertville, Ala., 
church. 

Mrs. McCutchen returned to this coun- 
try following her husband’s death and 
served as Director of Christian Educa- 
tion in Texas churches and as teacher of 
Bible in the public schools before going 
to the work in Nashville. 

Funeral services were held in Atlanta 
with interment in San Antonio, Texas. 

Mrs. McCutchen was 53. It is thought 
that her death is the first in the almost 
100-year history of the church where an 
Assembly executive has died in office. 

Instead of flowers, the family requested 
that those wishing to give memorials con- 
tribute through the Board of Women’s 
Work to this year’s “Birthday Gift”— 
the Lay Worker’s Training School in 
Brazil. 


Arnold Is Named 
TV, Radio Head 


Ernest J. Arnold, president of the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center, 
Atlanta, Ga., has been elected the first 
executive secretary of the Presbyterian, 
U.S., Committee on Television, Radio 
and Audio-Visuals (TRAV). He will 
assume his new duties May 1, continuing 
his present service in the Atlanta center 
but with a change in his responsibilities 
there. 

Dr. Arnold succeeds the late John M. 
Alexander who established the denom- 
inational program. Robert W. Kirk- 
patrick, Richmond, Va., is chairman of 
the Assembly’s committee making the 
appointment. 

An expanded program and a greatly 
enlarged budget ($164,000) have been 
approved by the Assembly for this agency 
following a two-year study by an ad in- 
terim committee. 


Calvin Auditorium to 
Be Dedicated in Geneva 


GENEVA (RNS)—Historic Calvin Au- 
ditorium here, restored to its 16th cen- 
tury appearance, will be dedicated as a 
world Presbyterian and Reformed me- 
morial center on June 1. 

The dedication will be one of a series 
of ceremonies being held during the 
1959-60 “Reformed and Presbyterian 
Jubilee.” During the jubilee celebra- 
tions in Switzerland, France, Germany, 
Scotland, Brazil, the United States and 
other countries will commemorate a num- 
ber of Reformed and Presbyterian anni- 
versaries. 

These include the 450th anniversary 
of the birth of John Calvin at Noyon, 
France; the 400th anniversary of the 
founding of Calvin’s Academy here, now 
the University of Geneva; and the 400th 
anniversary of the first publication of 
Calvin’s “Institutes of the Christian Re- 
ligion.”’ 

Another observance will be the 400th 
anniversary of the first national synod 
of the Reformed Church in France. 

Calvin Auditorium, erected in the 14th 
century, is a historic church where John 
Calvin, John Knox, and Theodore Beza, 
famous Protestant Reformers, preached 
and taught during the Reformation. It 
was formerly known as the Church of 
Notre Dame la Neuve (Notre Dame the 
New). 

Worldwide Campaign 


The auditorium’s restoration was 
spearheaded by the World Presbyterian 
Alliance which conducted a world-wide 
drive to raise about $150,000 for the 
project, under the leadership of a com- 
mittee of which Harrison Ray Anderson 
of the Fourth church, Chicago, Tll., was 
the chairman. 

Included in the center will be a chapel 
for religious services in various languages 


Honolulu Church 
Is Orqanized 


The First Presbyterian Church of 
Honolulu has been organized, with Wil- 
liam E. Phifer, Jr., formerly of Mon- 
rovia, Calif., and Philip Yung Lee, for- 
merly of Los Angeles, as the ministers. 

The organization date was April 12 
and the sponsoring body is Los Angeles 
Presbytery. Services began in the new 
congregation in February, with more than 
400 reported in attendance: 60% Cau- 
casian and 40% of various Oriental 
groups. 











for the many international communities 
in Geneva, and a museum housing me- 
morials of the Reformed and Presbyte- 
rian faiths. 

On May 31, the day before the audi- 
torium’s dedication, a summer-long “Fes- 
tival of Sound and Light” will be inagu- 
rated here in connection with the Calvin 
anniversaries. The spectacle will be re- 
peated every night in front of Geneva’s 
famed Reformation Monument in the 
Park of the Bastions 

The monument is an immense wall set 
off by statutes of great Reformation lead- 
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World Missions 


Complex situations in many parts of 
the world are reflected in the report of 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of World 
Missions to the Atlanta Assembly. It is 
probable that greater emphasis is given 
to problems in the Belgian Congo be- 
cause of recent nationalistic uprisings 
there (OUTLOOK cover, April 13). 

In Brazil, with the emergence of an 
autonomous national church, the place 
of missions may be changed, but mis- 
sionaries are still needed and in greater 
numbers than before. The Brazilian 
Presbyterian Church has 100,000 mem 
bers in a nation of 60,000,000. Special 
opportunities are seen in connection with 
the development of a new capital of 
g3razil. A Presbyterian church has al- 
ready been organized there and lots have 
been bought in suitable locations in dif- 
ferent areas of the city. It is expected 
that the entire area adjacent to Brasilia, 
for a hundred miles or more in everv di- 
rection, will feel the upsurge of this new 
development. 

Optimistic reports from Taiwan end 
Japan are given, with the development ot 
Shikoku Christian College in Japan be 
ing called “perhaps the greatest forward 
stride made this year by a mission in 
stitution.” Government recognition has 
now been accorded the college. 


Students in Korea 

Especially challenging in Korea, ac- 
cording to the report, is activity in stu- 
dent work, with 6,000 college students 
recorded in Kwangju, where several mis- 
sionaries and a Korean pastor are doing 
an effective work. 

Difficulties and the relative weakness 
of the Mexico mission are described, 
an urgent call for more missionaries is 
sounded. 

Cooperative ventures in Portugal, Ecu 
ador, Iraq portrayed, 
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and elsewhere are 


Points to 
Critical Areas of Need 


ers including Calvin, Knox, Beza, and our General Assembly as the great end 

Guillaume Farel. These figures will be < o- cae EE, SE Se Ue 
ie il é duced to @ place of secondary interest in 

cast into bold relief by a varied play of our denominational concern. . . . 

lights, accompanied by recorded voices “Missions is not an elective in the cur- 

and music telling the story of the Re- viculum of Christian activity. It is an 

formation. ; : inseparable part of being a Christian.” 

Other observances include a rally in Among the recommendations offered 
the World Council of Churches’ Ecu- the General Assembly is one which, 
menical Institute at Bossey near here adopted, will allow missionaries to keep 
on June 2 when W. A. Visser *t Hooft, fees or honoraria received for services 
the council’s general secretary, will speak. undertaken leisure time or unrelated 

On June 3, ceremonies in the Univer- to missionary tasks, such as “‘the fee re- 
sity of Geneva will mark the 400th an- ceived fcr the writing of an article or a 
niversarv of Calvin’s Academy. beok, the honorarium paid for a com- 
mencement address, or the royalties de- 
rived frem some patent or invention, pro- 
vided that such remuneration is reported 
through the mission to the Board and 
recognized as coming within the terms 
of this exception.” Heretofore, all re- 
muneration received for whatever service 
has been turned in by missionaries to 
but in the latter country increasing dif- the treasury. 
ficulties are being faced. 

Extensive works of mercy through the 
Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
church Aid are described, with total con- 
tributions for the year, including cloth- 
ing, etc., amounting to $3,549,742. 

Total receipts to World Missions last 
year, including income from investments, 
were $375,878, for a total of $3,952,053. 


Atlanta Fraternal Delegates 


Fraternal delegates to the Atlanta As- 
sembly will include: 

Unirep PRESBYTERIAN USA: Ray- 
mond V. Kearns, Jr., pastor of the Broad 
Street church, Columbus, Ohio, and vice- 
chairman of the Commission on Ecu- 
menical Mission and Relations. He is 
Rewawerd Teand chairman of the Division of Ecumenical 

Again the Board points to a trend a 7 giant tag — 
the giving of benevolences, with a smaller oer “ a a oe 2 hi 

thi a Atego eee ‘ Bard of Christian Education in Phila- 
— of the budget going to As- delphia. 

embly’s causes. It says: AssociATE REFORMED: A. M. Rogers, 

principal clerk, Chester, S. C. 





“Unless something can be done to halt 


this downward tre nd and restore missions NATIONAL CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES: 
to its former position of centrality in the 


: “dwi > associate | ral sec- 
church's concern, it seems likely that the 8. H. Edwin Espy, associate general sec 
missionary enterprise, once described by retary. 


The World Imbalance in Education 


Education, like peace, has become a 
worldwide preblem, one and indivisible 
with the well-being and survival of man- 
kind. ‘Today, ignorance is a burden so- 
ciety can no longer afford. A launching 
of artificial satellites has brought this 
situation into sharp focus. The venture master his own mind. His only salva- 
into outer space unmistakably affected tion is through education: the cultiva- 
the fate of all the earth’s inhabitants, but tion of the skills and habits of intellect 
it altered the present condition of only — that are basic to all human achievement. 
a minute fraction of them. The fact The new dangers and opportunities defy 
that millions still do not understand the past example, and so must man’s efforts 
significance of the venture into space to expind the horizon of knowledge. 
and see in it no relation to their own The vigor of a nation and its educa- 
lives. Some—and the number is aston- tional level go hand in hand. Ignorance 
ishingly high—have not even heard forestalls or imperils individual freedom 
it. and national political independence. But 

The outburst of earth-jarring events the pewer of education is evident even 
since World War II has given particular in countries where education is rigidly 
urgency to H. G. Wells’ observation in directed and perverted. One great hope 
1920 that “human history becomes more — is that education with its power to lib- 
and more a race between education and erate the mind, will provide not only the 
catastrophe.” The birth of the atomic  tcols for scientific advancement, but the 
age, the new frontier in outer space, the environment for the fulfillment of man’s 
giant strides in man’s age-long efforts moral and spiritual nature—From the 
to master his environment, the global Ford Foundation annual report, 1958. 
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struggle for human freedom, the awaken- 
ing of masses of depressed peoples— 
these milestones of the past decade create 
dangers and opportunities, dwarfing all 
precedent. 

Man’s future hinges on his ability to 
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Committee Studies Claims 
For 7th Day Observance 


The 1958 Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Assembly continued the work of a spe- 
cial committee studying “the Biblical 
teaching and the proper use of the Lord’s 
Day.” At the same time it gave it an 
additional assignment, prompted by re- 
quests from the mission field and from 
various sections of the home church, in 
view of strong attacks made upon the 
teaching, customs and laws affecting the 
observance by Seventh Day Adventists. 

The committee was asked for clarifica- 
tion of the observance of the first day 
of the week which has traditionally been 
emphasized. 

In its report to the Atlanta Assembly 
the committee reports that it “discovers 
in the Word of God positive guiding prin- 
ciples that give strong scriptural basis 
for the Christian’s observing the first 
day of the week as God's holy day be- 
cause of its particular significance in 
Christian theology.” 


Stand for Freedom 

In studying the teachings of those call- 
ing for observance of the seventh day of 
the week, the committee says any such 
group has perfect freedom to interpret 
the Scriptures for its own guidance and 
practice according to the light of its own 
conscience so long as the position es- 
pqjsed and actions stimulated thereby do 
not deny to others the same privilege. 
The committee points to good character- 
istics of Seventh Day Adventists in their 
works of mercy and suggests: 

“Some day it might be that the Holy 
Spirit will show us all a way by which all 
of us who feel the need of a holy day of 
fellowship with our Lord each week may 
be able to unite in the observance of a 
single day in keeping with the teaching 
of the New Testament, to the glory of God 
and the larger service of us all.” 

The committee says the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., does not feel that civil 
legislation protecting Sunday as a day 
of rest for the majority of American 
people is sectarian legislation, or that 
laws providing for Sunday as a universal 
day of rest from business activity, except 
for necessary services, are religious laws. 
The committee, therefore, sees no in- 
fraction of the constitutional separation 
of church and state, which refers only 
to the establishment of religion and not 
to any law passed by the state which 
might at the same time be similar to 
God's law and the Scriptures. 

It says that any civil law might well 
be connected directly or indirectly with 
the law of God. The Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist contends that a legislature has no 
right to enact laws similar to God’s law 
establishing a universal dav of rest, but 
the committee says laws prohibiting mur- 
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der and other crimes would thereby be 
prohibited. 

The committee stresses that the proper 
observance of the day does not come 
from outward prohibitions, but “from 
inner desire.” Legislation, it says, does 
not require observance of a particular 
day, but it simply prevents interference 
with those who would observe it. 


No Legal Basis 

In its report, the committee says es- 
tablishment of the observance of the Sab- 
bath on the first day of the week can be 
supported by appeal to no law, but by 
a change that began in the early years of 
the Christian tradition. Furthermore, it 
is said, in observing the Lord’s Day on 
Sunday the Christian makes it clear pre- 
cisely that he has been delivered in Christ 
from the law—‘no day is intrinsically 
holy by law, as if there were some merit 
in observing it; . . whatever day is ob- 
served, it is to be observed to Christ, 
and in freedom from the law.” 

It says further: 

“The Christian does not advocate Sun- 
day as by law a holier day than Saturday, 
for to insist upon any one day in that 
manner, to the extent of making it an es- 
sential point of doctrine, is in itself to 
return to the law. ... To reply to such 
arguments [as those put forward by Sev- 
enth Day Adventists and others] by an 
attempt to validate Sunday from the law 
would be to sacrifice the Reformed posi- 
tion.” 

Nevertheless, it says, reasons for ob- 
servance of the first day are entirely valid 
and require no apology. There must be 
some day to assemble for praising God, 
for preaching and teaching, for Christian 
works and spiritual and physical re- 
freshment. This must be a day common- 
ly agreed-on in the church—lest in the 
end there be no day. It must also be a 
day in which the Christian theology of 
the Sabbath (the Lord’s Day, not a day 
of the law) is safeguarded. For these 
reasons, both theological and practical, 
the observance of the first day is legiti- 
mate and proper and by all means to be 
maintained: it is the day which above 
all days fittingly expresses the Christian 
theology of the Sabbath; its observance 
began, if not by apostolic directive, at 
least with apostolic sanction; it has been 
commonly recognized ever since in all 
branches of Christendom as the Lord’s 
Day. To return to the seventh day weuld, 
in the face of all this, be both practically 
unwise and theologically questionable. It 
'ehooves Christians rather to defend the 
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Lord’s Day, maintain it and observe it 
faithfully in Christian freedom. 


Churchmen Protest 
Assault on Tibet 


Edwin T. Dahlberg, as president of 
the National Council of Churches, and 
O. Frederick Nolde, director of the 
World Council of Churches’ Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, 
have expressed their deep concern and 
sorrow at the assault by the Chinese 
Communists upon the Tibetan people. 
Dr. Dahlberg said in part: 

“Continuation of such violence will 
bring increasing condemnation by world 
opinion committed to the principles of 
the charter of the United Nations.” 

Dr. Nolde described the assault as 
violating ‘an internationally accepted 
standard of religious freedom and ele- 
mentary human rights.” He said: 

“No progress toward world peace and 
order can be made so long as governments 
flout international morality and law by 
the violent suppression of the people and 
its culture. ... Public opinion around the 


globe must condemn what has happened 
in Tibet.” 


At the same time Church World Serv- 
ice announced a nationwide appeal for 
funds to aid the destitute refugees from 
Tibet thronging into India and neighbor- 
ing states. R. Norris Wilson, executive 
director of the 35-denomination relief 
agency, said Church World Service has 
been active in aid to the Tibetan refugees 
since last December. At that time the 
agency learned that Tibetans were in re- 
volt against Chinese Communist at- 
tempts to establish communes among 
Tibetans as they have elsewhere through- 
out China. Since December, upwards of 
20,000 refugees have reached India and 
other border points, and their numbers 
are growing, Dr. Wilson said. 


“Brief Statement” Progress 

Last year’s ad interim committee ap- 
pointed by the General Assembly to draw 
up a “brief statement of belief’ for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., will make 
only a progress report at the Atlanta 
Assembly. It reports a meeting last 
October and that a two-day meeting will 
be held immediately following the At- 
lanta Assembly. 





Keeping up with the 
ATLANTA ASSEMBLY (Outlook dates): 
Feb. 2—Who for Moderator? 
Feb. 9—Cleveland Statement 
Mar.2-Apr. 6—Commissioners 
Mar. 9—Church Extension; New Curricu- 
lum 
Mar. 16—Centennial; Interchurch Rela- 
tions 
Mar. 23—Christian Relations; Radio-TV; 
Budget 
Mar. 30—Overtures; Presbyterian Foun- 
dation. 
Apr. 6—Committee Chairmen. 
Apr. 13 — Women’s Work; Montreat 
Study; Christianity & Health; 
Agency Salaries; Book of Com- 
mon Worship 
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BUILDING AND MONEY NEEDS ARE 
STRESSED BY CHURCH EXTENSION 


Major emphasis in the report of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Church 
Extension to the Atlanta Assembly ap- 
pears to be given to the task of church 
building and securing the money for this 
effort. ‘The report shows that slightly 
more than one-fourth of all money raised 
in the church in 1957 was used for build- 
ing purposes—more than $19,000,000— 
and last year more than $20,000,000. 

Efforts to meet rising needs and a 
plan to provide larger funds will be pre- 
sented to the Assembly (OUTLOOK, 
March 9). Permission will also be asked 
to amend the charter of the Board so 
as to give the corporation authority to 
guarantee sums of money. Presbyteries 
are also asked to join with the Board 
in guaranteeing loans to churches within 
their bounds. 

As previously reported here, the Board 
of Church Extension declined to recom- 
mend that the territorial limits of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., be extended, 
as was requested last year by an over- 
ture from the Presbytery of Louisiana. 
The Board pointed out that the church 
has no geographical boundaries at the 
present time and that in the border areas 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
New Mexico there are congregations re- 
lated to it; existing boundaries are set 
by synods and presbyteries; wherever 
there are contiguous unchurched areas it 
is important now, as formerly, to extend 
the work of those synods and presbyteries. 


Industrial Work 


The largest number of overtures sub- 
mitted to the 1958 Assembly requested 
provision for a ministry to industrial 
people. The Church Extension Board 
recommends that further study be given 
this problem, that presbytery committees 
be urged to meet the needs of all the 
people in growing industrial areas, that 
the theological seminaries be requested 
to continue and expand their training to 
prepare workers in industrial situations. 

The report points out that the denom- 
ination is now organizing about 60 new 
churches per year and that to provide 
beginning construction for these would 
require approximately $3,000,000 an- 
nually. 

Evangelism plans previously reported 
here (March 9) are given a high pri- 
ority in the program for the next three 
years leading up to the “Presbyterian 
Mission to the Nation.” 

Sunday school extension workers are 
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paid high tribute for their service in 
leading the way into unchurched areas 
and beginning the work leading to the 
organization of congregations. Last year 
seven women engaged in this service 
made 21,613 visits to homes in areas 
which they served. As an example of this 
work, the service of Miss Lois Calhoun 
is pointed out, as the report says: 

“In 1945, Miss Calhoun became extension 
worker in the Synod of Appalachia and 
seven years later moved to the Synod of 
Kentucky. During these last 14 years she 
has had a hand in the beginning of 13 
chapels, the organization of 30 new 
churches, and in providing a ‘strengthen- 
ing prozram’ for 44 older, but weak, con- 
gregations. These 30 new churches now 
have more than 5,000 members and are 
contributing almost a half-million dollars 
annually to all causes.” 

A great need of town and country 
churches is pointed out as the develop- 
ment of strong, well-balanced total pro- 
grams through the larger parish plan. 

In providing chaplains for the armed 
forces, the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
is shown as meeting its obligation through 
filling its full quota at the present time, 
with 52 chaplains on active duty. 
Urban Opportunities 

In 44 urban areas in 22 cities sites for 
new churches should be secured, the re- 
port says. In 41 other cities 40 loca- 
tions offer important possibilities. 

Statistics shown by the Department of 
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Judicial References 
Made to Atlanta 

Among items of business to be con- 
sidered at the Atlanta Assembly by the 
standing committee cn Judicial Business 
will be two concerning a case in the Riv- 
erside church in Jacksonville, Fla. 

A complaint will be made to the As- 
sembly against the action of the Synod 
of Florida which reversed a previous 
action of the Presbytery of Suwannee. 
The presbytery had upheld the session 
of the Riverside church in discipline im- 
posed upon Jesse A. Wallace (OUTLOOK, 
March 30, April 13). 

Another elder, Mr. Fetner, had been 
similarly disciplined, but since he has 
requested transfer of his membership to 
ancther church no complaint is being 
filed. However, a request will be made 
that the General Assembly give an en 
thesi deliverance concerning the proper 
procedure in a case like that of Mr. 
Fetner. 

Another case is that involving Thomas 
B. Hoover (OutLook, April 6) now of 
Favette, Iowa, who claims irregularities 
in the handling of his complaint by the 
General Assembly of 1958. 





Negro Work indicate that Negro mem- 
bership has increased 40.8% in the past 
five years, or three times the rate of 
growth for the entire Assembly (Ovurt- 
LOOK, March 9). 

A new division of this Board is con- 
cerned with homes and Christian wel- 
fare, in which Professor Alan Keith- 
Lucas of the University of North Caro- 
lina has served as professional consul- 
tant. The division says any help it may 
offer to presbytery and synod institutions 
will have to be requested, as it offers its 
services in relation to the four existing 
homes for the aging and 15 children’s 
homes or agencies. The report declares 
that those dealing with the aged need 
more assistance at the present time than 
do leaders in the care of children. 

The family status of the 1,558 chil- 
dren in the care of the 15 agencies shows 
99 full orphans (6.7%), 625 half-or- 
phans (41.6%), 771 with both parents 
living (51.7% 
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Montreat Funds Erase 
Debt Owed by College 


Montreat affairs are reported to the 
Atlanta Assembly indicating that the 
trustees of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion have voted to cancel an obligation 
of Montreat College to the Association 
that has accumulated over the years, 
amounting to approximately $40,000, if 
funds can be secured to pay off all other 
college debts. It is reported that the 
finance committee of the college trustges, 
assisted by others, has raised approxi- 
mately $100,000 for endowment and op- 
erating expenses. 

The name of the college has been 
changed to Montreat-Anderson College 
in recognition of the contributions of Dr. 
and Mrs. R. C. Anderson. 

Montreat’s directors say that some for- 
ward steps should be planned if the value 
of Montreat is to be increased: ‘The ad- 
ministration and the church must decide 
very soon whether to be content with 
the present state of development or 
whether under the marvelous advantages 
that exist there we shall reach forward 
to a far greater potential.” Among the 
immediate needs stressed by the trustees 
are these: 

1. Refurbishing of Assembly Inn; 2. 
A group of efficiency apartments—motel 
style; 3. New building sites for homes: 
4. Expansion of roads, water, lights and 
sewerage facilities; 5. Additional park- 
ing areas; 6. Better lighting of walks 
and roads; 7. A social and business cen- 
ter: 8. A new administration building 
with conference rooms; 9. Endowment 
for conference programs to eliminate gate 
charges. 

Substantial sums would be needed to 
meet the cost of these steps along with 
current obligations outstanding. 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e Piety and pornography 
were strangely mixed in the hotel I 
stayed in today. The luncheon menu 
seemed to indicate that the proprietor 
was a godly man, for it bore the text, 
“This is the day which the Lord hath 
made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
But this fine impression was cancelled 
by the sight of the lurid, sensational-type 
paper-backs and magazines on his news- 
stand. Christian discrimination is sadly 
lacking when it comes to “literature.” 
I was surprised that my church-going 
host did not exercise a voluntary censor- 
ship over his wares. 


' TUESDAY e [| think I shall have to 
rise in protest the next time I hear a 
speaker trying to rouse a Christian au- 
dience by comparing the zeal and energy 
of communists with the apparent sloth 
of Christians. There is no basis for com- 
parison. The communists’ aim is to 
achieve power by all possible means to 
enforce a system of mechanized belief 
and conduct upon the masses, irrespective 
of the individual will. We Christians 
are committed to the much harder task 
of dealing with living selves, growing, 
thinking, loving, choosing and responding 
to grace. In this task we shall always be 
at a disadvantage compared with totali- 
tarians, and it is misleading to suggest 
otherwise. 


WEDNESDAY ¢ What a world of dif- 
ference there is between “adjustment” 
and “relation”! Many people are using 
religion to adjust to life, usually to the 
status quo, whereas true Christianity is 
relating oneself meaningful to God, the 
world, and oneself, through trustful re- 
sponse to Christ. Relation is dynamic, 
adjustment is static. And while I’m on 
the subject of differences—what a dif- 
ference there is between a “meeting” and 
a “contact.” If I had my way, I would 
banish this latter word from the pulpit 
forever. It belongs to the electrical 
trade! 


THURSDAY @ I see that Arthur Koest- 
ler’s latest book is called The Sleep- 
walkers. I haven’t read it, since it is 
published only in England so far, but 
the title is enough to set my mind going. 
I imagine that its thesis is that most 
of us are only half-awake, going about 
our lives in a drowsy mechanical fashion, 
day-dreaming rather than thinking, re- 
acting rather than responding, doing 
things automatically out of habit rather 
than from deliberate and conscious de- 
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cision. And there came to mind St. 
Paul’s words, “‘Awake thou that sleepest 
and rise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light.” 

FRIDAY ¢@ Iris Murdoch does well to 
remind us that “‘it is dangerous to starve 
the moral imagination of the young.” 
We are in danger of bringing up our 
young people on utilitarian ethics and 
starving them of vision. ‘Education is 
no longer seen as the road to freedom, 
but as the road to a higher salary.” And 
even religion is commended for its use- 
fulness. 

SATURDAY ¢ Poetry comes to my 
desk every month, and I never open it 
without a lift of the heart. It does me 
good to know that this brave little mag- 
azine, founded by Harriet Monroe in 
1912, has been appearing with unbroken 
regularity from Chicago all these years. 
The flow of poetry goes on, in spite of 
all discouragement and the lure of big 
money from elsewhere. 


SUNDAY ¢ Emil Brunner, the Swiss 
theologian, is a good man to read before 
setting out for the pulpit. “Where there 
is true preaching . . . the most important 
thing that ever happens on earth takes 
place.” 


Four Missionaries Arrive 
From Latin-America 


NEw York (RNS)—The first four 
missionaries, or fraternal workers, from 
Latin America to this country arrived 
here to serve in the mutual assistance 
program of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA’s Commission on Ecumen- 
ical Mission and Relations. 

Sent by the Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil, they are Mr. and Mrs. Luiz 
Boaventura and Mr. and Mrs. Zacharias 
Bravo. 

Former pastor of a Brazilian church 
and founder of the Evangelical Hospital 
in Londrina, Mr. Boaventura has been 
appointed associate minister of Montview 
Boulevard Presbyterian church, Denver, 
Colo. Mr. Bravo, also a former pastor, 
will serve churches in the Cleveland 
Presbytery. 

Meanwhile 78 American missionaries 
are now serving with the Brazilian Pres- 
byterian body. 


Committee Change. A change in 
the Standing Committee chairmen for the 
Atlanta Assembly will make Charles E. 
Raynal, Jr., Clemson, S. C., chairman of 
Christian Education. 





PEW 


Throughout the history of the 
Presbyterian Church the people in 
the pew have valued independent 
and uncontrolled church papers. 
THE OUTLOOK today finds its 
support in the pew, among friends 
of representative church govern- 
ment—friends who know that in 
non-authoritarian churches like 
this, a free interchange of ideas 
and opinions is essential. It is, in 
fact, the people’s voice. THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK AND 
THE PEW ARE COLLEAGUES. 


PULPIT 


In league with the pulpit, THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK: 

1. Helps prepare the soil for 
the words of the minister, rein- 
forces his teachings, stands be- 
hind him and supports him. 

2. Implants new ideas of bet- 
ter means and methods, attitudes 
and approaches, saving the min- 
ister from challenging all the out- 
worn or habitual ways. 

3. Serves as a medium through 
which deep concerns of the minis- 
ter can be voiced. THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK AND THE 
PULPIT ARE COLLEAGUES. 





COLLEAGUES! 


PRESS 


Freedom of expression has been 
a prize of great value. Churchmen 
have written on many controver- 
sial subjects during the past 100 
years and more—slavery, New 
School-Old School differences, 
missionary societies, women’s 
status and all the rest. 

No straitjacket of thought has 
been successfully applied. Rather, 
we have been proud that no au- 
thoritarian papal throne could say, 
as it did recently to its press, 
“You are my voice’’—for through 
these columns you are free to cri- 
ticize the “‘voice’’ itself. The 
Presbyterian Church, among a re- 
maining few today, has heen en- 
riched by this fact. THE OUT- 
LOOK, THE PEW AND THE PUL- 
PIT ARE COLLEAGUES. 
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. is Your Church Paper. Sup- 
port it with your $5 subscription 
renewal. Also, how about taking 
on this easy but important per- 
sonal project: Get 5, 10 or 25 
new subscribers at the special in- 
troductory rate of $1 for 18 is- 
sues. This Church Paper Week 
special offer is good until May 31. 
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EDITORIAL 


Atlanta Prevue 

The docket of the approaching Atlanta 
Assembly stimulates several questions. 

The committee on local arrangements 
will doubtless have everything in good 
order, but as we look at the opening night 
we are constrained to express the hope 
that we are not to be led back to some 
of the old-time experiences where greet- 
ings by local representatives helped 
stretch out an important session to mara- 
thon limits. 

We are interested also to notice that 
chaplains in the armed services are to 
be given special recognition. This may 
be a good thing. They deserve our grate- 
ful thanks, but so do a great many other 
people—like dedicated teachers in col- 
leges and universities, or home mission 
pastors, or directors of Christian educa- 
tion, or the people who work for the 
church agencies, or Sunday school teach- 
the list is unending. Perhaps 
this is a step that will enable us to rec- 
ognize all these and other groups in turn. 

It is a good thing to have a choral 
group from one of the nearby institutions, 
but let us hope that this does not over- 
crowd what is otherwise a highly inter- 
esting and important program on Sunday 
afternoon when the fraternal delegates 
are to speak, 














ers, or 


According to the printed docket, the 
old “popular meetings” are practically 
a thing of the past. Work sessions have 
been scheduled through each evening ex- 
cept Sunday. Special time will be al 
lotted the various boards for presenta- 
tion of their work in connection with the 
standing committees. This 
may be just as well because it has always 
been recognized as extremely difficult 
to make a popular meeting very popular, 
though it is of great importance to use 
the Assembly not only as a time for 
business transactions, but also to help 
commissioners come to know something 
more of the breadth and scope of the 
church’s far-reaching concerns. 


reports of 
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A Great Loss 


The loss to the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., in the death of Mrs. Leighton M. 
McCutchen, executive secretary of the 
Board of Women’s Work, is almost be- 
yond description. 

For the past three years she had 
brought to this important program a dy- 
namic leadership that stirred great hopes 
for the future. In her most recent serv- 
ice, as in every assignment she ever 
undertook, she brought clear thinking 
and inspired judgment along with an 
abounding enthusiasm and confidence. In 
this brief time she had made a contribu- 
tion to an important part of the church’s 
program that will continue to be felt for 
many years. 

Mrs. McCutchen waged a constant 
battle for the full status of women in 
the life of the church, though she stood 
upon no feminist platform. Her latest 
report, which will be presented to the 
Atlanta Assembly, shows her continuing 
concern for the church’s recognition of 
the fact that women are people and 
should be treated as such. 

One of her most recent written con- 
tributions is a small pamphlet distributed 
by the Board of World Missions in 
Nashville called ‘“‘“Home Made Mission- 
aries,” stressing the part that home and 
family play in the vocational choice of 
young people, where she makes it clear 
that the primary consideration is the 
example which parents set. 

In the first issue of Concern, new 
publication of the women of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, for January 
of this year, Mrs. McCutchen’s article 
was on “Why I Still Want Union.” Here 
she made her plea in terms of the kind 
of witness which the church is bearing 
not only in this country, but in its rela- 
tionship to evangelistic opportunities 
abroad, with this as her final appeal, 
“How can we be ministers of reconcilia- 
tion who are yet unreconciled to each 
other ?” 

We can be grateful for the many ways 
in which this dedicated servant and lead- 
er has enriched and challenged the 
church by her own witness. 


Circuit Riders’ Attack 


One of the most recent propaganda 
pieces attacking recognized and respected 
Protestant leaders of the country is in 
the form of another effort by the dis- 
credited Circuit Riders of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, largely a Methodist group. Since 
printed material circulated by this group 
always falls into the hands of some peo- 
ple who do not know what the organiza- 
tion is or stands for, it may be important 
to give some background of the Circuit 
Riders movement itself. For this purpose 
let us lock at Ralph L. Roy’s Apostles 
of Discord. This book, published Ssev- 
eral years ago and highly important as 
a reference work, is described by Her- 


bert A. Philbrick, former undercover 
agent of the F.B.1., and widely quoted in 
support of different movements, as “an 
immensely valuable contribution. ‘Must’ 
reading for every denomination and in 
every parish.” 

On the Circuit Riders, the volume 
says: 

vai . There is the danger that these 
extremists may succeed in infiltrating the 
Methodist Board of Lay Activities. One 
churchman reported that the Circuit 
Riders intend to have an organized chap- 
ter in every local Methodist church—to 
help the pastor sympathize with their 
point of view. Others demand that no 
bishop in the church be allowed to belong 
to any organization other than those that 
may be officially recognized by the Gen- 
eral Conference. Some want all liberals 
thrown out of the denomination. 

“These Methodist malcontents are a 
highly controversial element within the 
church. They are vehemently denounced 
by apologists for the (Methodist) Federa- 
tion (for Social Action), some of whom 
dismiss them as ‘race-minded Dixiecrats’ 
and ‘N.A.M.-influenced reactionaries.’ Oth- 
er critics are aware that prolonged agita- 
tion by the Circuit Riders will promote 
discord and destroy Methodism’s freedom 
of thought and speech as well as her 
traditional interest in the improvement of 
the social order.” 


Ford Foundation Sees 


A Double Challenge 


Western education is undergoing 
a major overhaul to strengthen weak 
spots. Since scientific and techno- 
logical education is the most costly 
type of education, this overhaul re- 
inforces the urgency for a marked 
increase in educational investment. 

Ironically, western education suf- 
fers from another deficiency in the 
opposite extreme—a deficiency more 
difficult to define, but no less critical. 
In our zeal to train scientists, tech- 
nicians, and professional men of 
the utmost proficiency, we are pro- 
ducing too many “minds in a 
groove.” These experts are capable 
of adding immeasurably to the store- 
house of knowledge in their par- 
ticular fields, but they are inade- 
quately prepared for the momentous 
issues facing society as a whole. 
This deficiency is perhaps most acute 
in Europe, where training in the 
social sciences is weak and there is 
no equivalent of the United States’ 
liberal arts colleges. 

Thus, the free society faces a 
double challenge. On the one hand, 
it must, at all levels intensify edu- 
cation globally to enable men to 
solve their specific and demanding 
problems. On the other, it must 
broaden education to enable men to 
understand their fundamental in- 
terrelationships and advance their 
common cause.—From the Ford 
Foundation annual report, 1958. 
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College Student Feature 


EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


RE YOU good college material? No 

one can say without some personal 
knowledge of you; and even so it’s only 
a forecast, with all the uncertainties of 
forecasting. We shall know you are good 
college material if and when you make 
good in college; till then it’s a hope. 

There is one safe prediction: If you 
go to college, and find that it calls for 
all your energies and all your time just 
to keep up with your class work, you are 
not good college material. To get the 
most out of college you need to have not 
only what it takes to master all the in- 
tellectual challenges your courses will 
offer you, but also enough energy left to 
tackle a number of other things besides. 

Of course you can try to spread your- 
self too thin. Most good colleges will put 
some sort of limit to the number of “‘out- 
side” activities in which you may en- 
gage. But all good colleges will expect 
every student to do something in what 
the faculty and the catalogue call ‘“extra- 
curricular”’ lines. 

It’s an odd word, extra-curricular. 
Strictly speaking, it means outside your 
courses. Since many extra-curriculars 
call for just as much mental skill and 
perhaps more time than the. classroom 
courses, these “outside” things are 
courses too; only you get no credit for 
them in the Dean’s files. 


HEY INCLUDE all sorts of things. 

It may be a French club where you 
live and eat and study in a “Maison 
Francaise” and aren’t allowed to say a 
word of English there. It may be a 
sport, all the way from football to chess. 
It may be a bird-watchers’ club or a 
debating society or a gun club or a fra- 
ternity or the college newspaper or pho- 
tography. . . . Every campus has its flock 
of these things. Some of them are no 
more than devices to get the members’ 
names into the college annual. But some 
of them have a great deal to offer you, 
not necessarily in prestige, but in oppor- 
tunity to learn to do by doing, to learn 
outside of classrooms, without profes- 
sorial push, and without credit. You do 
it for the fun of the thing, and in later 
years you look back on it as one of the 
happiest and most profitable parts of 
your college life. It comes near being 
a painless part of your education. 

If you have no time and energy left 
for any extra-curricular activity—I was 
about to say adventure—then you aren’t 
able to take advantage of a bargain pack- 
age of values every good e.c.a. offers 
vou. ses 
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OR ONE THING, so far from frit- 

tering away your time, these activi- 
ties help you find yourself. Many a writer 
found he could write, and learned the 
fundamentals of writing, in some project 
like a college paper or magazine. Many 
an organizer and executive got his first 
insight into how it’s done by managing 
a football team, a college boarding house 
or a fraternity chapter. Many a student 
who sang in the glee club or played in 
the orchestra found himself in the musi- 
cal world where, ever after, (though never 
an “artist”) he found his deepest satis- 
factions. Don’t you know yet where you 
fit best in this world? These activities 
help you find out. 

They widen your horizons, too, and 
expand your sympathies. You may never 
see France or teach French, but your time 
in the Maison Frangaise has given you 
an insight into the French mind, you 
know something about France besides ou- 
lalaf You understand all your life—or 
come nearer it—what artists are trying 
to do, because you spent a maybe frus- 
trating year in an art club. 

They may or may not make your talents 
more serviceable to others; but they cer- 


tainly make you a better companion for 
yourself. Stick to your books and your 
test-tubes and nothing else, and you can 
become a brain, a sitting brain; but it’s 
these extra-curricular things that help 
turn you into a human being. Much is 
said nowadays about the need for more 
scientists. But the scientists we need 
most are men who are human beings first. 


AST BUT NOT LEAST, nearly 

every e.c.a. will give you more skill 
in team-work. Playing football, for ex- 
ample, will convince you that the most 
valuable man on the squad is not neces- 
sarily, and not usually, the highest point- 
scorer. If all you get and all you try 
to get from college is a set of high grades, 
you may come out with the delusion that 
everywhere in life “he travels the fastest 
who travels alone.” But if you have gone 
in for some of these activities that can’t 
be done alone, you will have discovered 
that the best meanings of life are not all 
in the first person singular; you will have 
learned to say “We,” 





CHURCH VESTMENTS 


All styles — materials — colors for 
adults and children. Lowest prices. 
Write for free catalog. 


HARTLEY Vestmenrs 
1811-B Church St., Nashville, Tenn. 

















ogy, is offered. 


work of the modern church. 


731 Ridge Avenue, 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


A Seminary for College Graduates in the 


Heart OF PRESBYTERIANISM 


e A complete theological curriculum, with elective course leading to de- 
grees of Bachelor of Divinity, Master of Theology and Doctor of Theol- 


e The City of Pittsburgh offers a rich field for the study of problems and 


e Accredited by the American Association of Theological Schools. 
For catalogue or information, apply to: 


PRESIDENT CLIFFORD E. BARBOUR 


Pittsburgh 12, Pennsylvania 








Because of your support... 





A.T.S. Alumni are at work in services such as: Music in Japan 
. . . Journalism in Georgia . . . Nursing in Taiwan . . . Christian 
Education in Africa . . . Serving as D.C_E. in Florida . . . Secretarial 
Work in Korea .. . Teaching in Arkansas... Administrative Work 
in Virginia . . . Evangelism in Mexico. 


The General Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers 


A General Fund Agency 


3400 Brook Road Richmond, Virginia 














“Thomas” Gospel’s Validity 
Brought into Question 


CHICAGO (RNS)—A University of Chi- 
cago theology professor and Bible expert 
said here that the so-called “Gospel of 
Thomas,” containing 114 sayings at- 
tributed to Christ, was “compiled in 
antiquity” by members of a non-Chris- 
tian sect called the Naassenes. 

Robert M. Grant said he based his 
contention on the similarities between the 
writings of the ry ays language manu- 


script and those of the Naassenes, whose 
name is derived from the Hebrew 
“Naas,” meaning “snake.” 


For instance, he said, there’s a saying 
found in both sources that begins: “In 
the days when you ate the dead. oe 
This is an unlikely quotation to attribute 
to Jesus, he pointed out. 

Dr. Grant is professor of New Testa- 
ment on the university’s Federated The- 
ological Faculty and president of the 
Society of Biblical Literature and Exe- 
gesis. 

Cullmann Claims 

Discovery of the ‘““Gospel of Thomas” 
was reported recently by Oscar Cullmann, 
visiting professor from the Sorbonne in 
Paris at Union Theological Seminary in 
New York (OuTLoox, Mar. 30). He 
said the manuscript was found in a tomb 
in upper Egypt in 1946 and is com- 
parable in importance to the Dead Sea 








Dormitory Counselor with Students 


Presbyterian Junior College 


A Division of Consolidated 
Presbyterian College 


Individual Attention Given to All 
Students. Friendly Christian 
Campus Atmosphere. Thorough- 
ness in Instruction. Small Class- 
es. Member of Southern Associa- 
tion Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 


Opportunity for Personal Par- 
ticipation In Student Activities 
and Athletics. 


Students may transfer to new campus 
of Consolidated Presbyterian College 
six miles away and complete work for 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees. 


Standard Junior One and Two 


College Courses Year Business 
Preparatory 
11th and 12th Grades 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


Louis C. LaMorte, President 
MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 











Scrolls and of great significance to stu- 
dents of the New Testament. 

Dr. Cullmann also said the document 
includes hitherto unknown sayings of 
Christ, along with “obviously Gnostic 
material.” He did not attribute its source 
to the Naassenes. 

In questioning the authenticity of the 
gospel as a “truly Christian writing,” 
Dr. Grant said the Naassenes were a 
Gnostic sect which sought to include 
Christianity “in a speculative philosophic 
synthesis of religion, philosophy, ascetic 
ethics and various mystic rituals.” He 
said Christianity was just one element 
among many others in the Gnosticism 
movement. 

Dr. Grant said the Naassenes had a 
habit of borrowing what they wanted 
from the New Testament, mixing por- 
tions of the Scriptures to suit their pur- 
poses and adding their own: ideas. 

“New documents are always exciting,” 
he added, “‘but in the long run they are 
not necessarily important.” 


Predict Women’s Church 
Groups to Be Realigned 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS) — Men 
are almost ready to join the ladies aid. 
And church women are nearly ready to 
admit them, according to the national 
president of the Women’s Society of 
World Service of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. 

The ladies aid isn’t what it used to 
be, said Mrs. Wilbur C. Harr, Naper- 
ville, Il. 

“You can’t go along today in horse and 
buggy ways, or even Model A ways. You 
must streamline,” said Mrs. Harr. 

A combination of circumstances may 
lead to the end of the strictly woman’s 
organization, she explained. Among 
them: 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A Coeducational Junior College 
At Statesville, North Carolina in the foot- 
hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Non- 
denominational. Fully accredited. High 
standards. Small classes. Excellent instruc- 
tion. Preparation for advanced academic 
work; specific vocational training. 

* Basic Liberal Arts 

* Terminal Business Education 

* Voice + Piano + Organ 
Informal student activities. Campus dorm 
for women, approved town residences for 
men. Delightful climate. Easily accessible. 
Est. 1856. Scholarships, work opportunities. 
Liberally endowed. Rates: $794. Catalog. 

John P. Montgomery, President 

Mitchell College, Statesville, N. C. 








Many women today work full or par 
time and aren’t available for afternoon 
meetings. 

Today, more women have active inter- 
ests in the community, outside the home. 


Groups Are Merging 


Since the war, men’s and women’s 
interests have been merging, in the home 
and out of it. When women’s mission 
groups began 100 years ago, men were 
not much interested in the unchurched 
“heathen” across the oceans. Today, men 
are fully as informed and interested in 
what goes on across the ocean as women, 

“Togetherness” prevails in many 
homes. Women do not want to leave 
their husbands for evening meetings; 
transportation and baby-sitting problems 
make it difficult for women to leave in 
the afternoons. Couples and families 
want to spend their time together. 

Mrs. Harr believes church organiza- 
tions may move to consolidate so that 
husband, wife and older youngsters all 
belong to the same group. 

In the mission area, she pointed out, 
some congregations already have a “com- 
mittee on missions’? composed of men, 
women and children. 

Such all-inclusive organizations won't 
be developed without a fight from some 
church women. 

“Some women are funny. They won't 
want to give up their exclusive right to 
mission interests,” she said. 


U. S. G. A.—Atlanta 


SURVEY HAS OPTIMISTIC 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 


An optimistic report on The Presby- 
terian Survey shows its circulation in- 
creasing from 74,000 in January, 1958, 
to 191,000 a year later. During the same 
period churches enrolled in the every- 
family subscription plan increased from 
1,100 to 1,925. 

A new printing contract is expected to 
save approximately $30,000 a year and 
to reduce the press-run time from six 
days toa day and a half. 

With the increased circulation, the 
cost of underwriting by Assembly agen- 
cies rose to $95,456, but this amounted to 
3.6¢ per copy compared with 9¢ formerly. 

The Assembly is urged to encourage 
churches to renew their participation in 
the every-family plan. Some churches 





Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President 


Dedicated to the Highest Ideals 
of Christian Scholarship 


Clinton, South Carolina 
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THE OUTLOOK... 
—shows you how people and churches are 
doing it better. 
Church Paper Week, April 19-26. 








have dropped out after a year or two, but 
the committee says this length of time 
is not long enough for the necessary test. 

The Assembly is asked to continue the 
present financial policy, with boards and 
agencies of the church underwriting the 
annual loss. This is recommended by 
the General Council as the procedure to 
be followed. 


U. S. G. A.—Atlanta 


Greater Costs Reported 
In Assembly Expenses 


Rising expenditures are reported by 
the treasurer of the General Assembly in 
his report to the forthcoming Atlanta 
meeting. The causes of the increase are 
to be found in several directions, chiefly 
in the rising cost of the self-entertain- 
ment of the General Assembly. Last 
year’s estimate was exceeded by $2,983 
and the cost of the work by the Commit- 
tee on Mass Communications exceeded 
the estimate by $2,761. 

In having representatives attend the 
various interdenominational meetings in 
this country and abroad, the Assembly’s 
treasury has found itself stretched to 
meet the demands and the committee on 








PAR 


PRESBYTERIAN 
Founded 1875 


Located in suburban Kansas City 


Major Fields of Study 





American Studies History 
Art Home Economics 
Biology Mathematics 
Chemistry Music and Music Education 
Christian Education Modern Foreign Languages 
Economics Natural Science Division 
Education—Elementary and Philosophy 

High School Physics 
3-2 Engineering Program Political Science 
English and American Lan- Psychology 

guage and Literature Social Science Division 
Government Sociology 


Rigorous Liberal Arts curriculum. Pre-professional prepara- 
tion for many fields. International student body. Distinctive 
program in Christian atmosphere developing responsible 
citizenship. Personal counselling. 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS 
PARK COLLEGE, PARKVILLE, MISSOURI 
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= 
NEW DIRECTIONS 
IN THE LIBERAL ARTS 


Grants-in aid 
Self-help opportunities 
College loans 


College, Staunton, Virginia 








The following scholarships and student aids are available to stu- 
dents entering Mary Baldwin in Sepember 1960: 


Honor Scholarships (up to $1,000 per year) Bo. _— i 
Scholarships for junior college graduates se 
Matching Presbyterian scholarships 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


“New Directions in the Liberal Arts” is the symbol of the educa- 
tional program of Mary Baldwin College. With a traditional respect 
for academic excellence, Mary Baldwin College in 1958 introduced 
a Current Issues lecture-seminar series, an electronic language lab- 
oratory, the lecture-preceptorial method of teaching, a summer pro- 
gram of American Studies, and a new Independent Reading Program 
for freshmen and sophomores. 





For full information write Director of Admissions, Mary Baldwin 


The oldest college for women continuously related to the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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the Office of the General Assembly is 
calling for an additional $2,000 to be 
added to this fund, which formerly stood 
at $2,000. 

Additional current expenses go for the 
work of the committee on the centennial 
observance ($7,500) and $16,500 to help 
with the expenses of representatives to 
the 18th General Council of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance to be held in Brazil 
next summer. 

In view of these costs the Assembly’s 
committee is recommending that the per 
capita tax for next year be continued 
at 21 cents. 


U. S. G. A—Atlanta 


NEW NAME FOR A. T. S. 
WILL BE RECOMMENDED 
The General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers in Richmond, 
Va., will ask the Atlanta Assembly to 
change its name to “Presbyterian School 
of Christian Education, Inc.,” with a 


sub-title, Presbyterian Church, U. S. The 
present motto, “Appointed to Serve,” is 
expected to be retained. 

Retiring dean, Patrick H. Carmichael, 
is paid tribute in the report to the As- 
sembly. He is to be succeeded by Mal- 
colm C. McIver, dencminational head 
of Campus Christian Life. 

Bruce A. Cumming, former mission- 
ary to Korea, has been added to the 
faculty as professor of missions. 

With a current enrollment of 113 stu- 
dents, the school faces increasing de- 
mands for its graduates to serve as Di- 
rectors of Christian Education and in 
other varieties of work. 


U. S. G. A.—Atlanta 


STILLMAN ENROLLMENT 
MARKS NEW RECORD 


Enrollment records at Stillman Col- 
lege, Tuscaloosa, Ala., are reported this 
year at a record high: 451. For the 
second successive year the freshman class 





“Agnes Scott undertakes 
to confront students with 
what is first rate, with the 
‘habitual vision of great- 
ness.’ It seeks to put excel- 
lence into young people 
until it becomes ‘the in- 
tegrity of their lives.’ ” 


Wallace M. Alston 
President 


liberal arts college for women. 





AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GEORGIA 





Fine scholarship, genuine religious faith, a self-governed student body, 
resources of an excellent physical plant, and a substantial endowment 
plus location in metropolitan Atlanta make Agnes Scott a top-ranking 

Affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
For information, address 


Director of Admissions 


Buttrick Hall 











FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


The Vardell Scholarships 


announces 


Write for information 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 








numbers 150. Placement tests given to 
all entering students show them making 
a higher average than ever before. 

The trustees report an important self- 
study in progress with trustees, faculty, 
students, and alumni participating. 

Important construction at Stillman at 
the present time includes the Brown Me- 
morial Church, which is used as a chapel 
and offers the principal church facilities 
for the students and faculty. 

Friends of Stillman from many parts 
of the world are enrolled as “Stillman 
Supporters,” and their gifts during the 
past two and a half years have totalled 
$17,000 for needed campus improve- 
ments. 


Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., AR and 
United Presbyterians, USA 


There is no charge for these Listings. 








EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

West Memphis, Ark., Ist ch, 400 mbs, 
across river trom Memphis; good fishing. 
4 July or Aug. Sundays. vrrefer Calif. 
Manse excg. A. H. Rust, 314 Pine St., West 
Memphis, Ark. 

Chickasha, Okla., Ist ch, 330 mbs; 1 sys. 
each week. July 5, 12, 19. Prefer near 
Gainesville, Fla. Paul G. Palmer, 6th & 
Minn., Chickasha, Okla. 

Hammond, N. Y., ch, 436 mbs; vacation 
area on St. Lawrence R, near Thousand 
Islands; 1 svs. July 12-26; prefer East 
Coast. Manse excg. Vineent Crawford, Box 
193, Hammond, N.Y. 

Denver, Colo., Thornton ch, 322 mbs; 
suburban, new ch (4 yrs. old); 2 morning 
svs. May 31, June 7, prefer Roanoke, Va. 
No manse. Glenn J. Bixler, 9151 Fir Dr., 
Denver 29, Colo. 

Tuscola, Ill, ist ch, 175 mbs; 1 svs; 
“Land of Lincoln,” Springfield area; Univ. 
of Ill., 25 mi, Prefer Southeast or South- 
west, 4 June, July or Aug. Sundays. Manse 
excg. Robert G. Sterrett, 104 W. Daggy St. 
Tuscola, Ill. 

Athens, Texas, lst ch, 260 mbs, 1 svs, 
air-conditioned ch, manse partly air-con- 
ditioned; 70 mi. to Dallas. Manse excg. 
Any locality. 4 Aug. Sundays. F. H. Steb- 
bing, 734 E. Corsicana St., Athens, Texas. 
WISH TO SUPPLY 

Mountains or beach area, June 14-Aug. 
16, with use of manse. “The fact that I 
am a Methodist minister would, I hope, 
present no insuperable obstacle.” Professor 
Franz Hildebrandt, Drew University, Madi- 
son, N. J. 

East Coast, June & July. 
Meyers, Ist ch, ‘11 North, 
Heights, Tl. 

New England or Great Lakes area, Aug. 
9-30. George N. Clayman, 329 Prince 
George, Laurel, Maryland. 

West Texas or Colorado, 2-4 July Sun- 
days. S. M. Houck, 3650 Hedrick St., Jack- 
sonville 5, Fla. 

Virginia or Greater Washington, D. C., 
2 August Sundays. “Interested in preach- 
ing in conservative church with active 
program.” J. M. Bell, Haverford & Manoa 
Rd., Philadelphia 31, Pa. 

Midwest, Ohio, Ind., Ill., or Middle East- 
ern Seaboard. Manse desired, 4 July Sun- 
days. Raymond W. Rien, 417 55th Ave. 
Meridian, Miss. 


Mone FOLDING- 
BANQUET 
TABLES 









John Read 
Arlington 











Buy Direct from 


i 
a 


Manufacturer 

If you are on the Kitchen Committee of your 
church or school, or on the house or purchas- 
Ing committee of your club or lodge, you wil] 
be interested in this modern, Folding Pedesta] 


Banquet Table. 


» oe mer Write for catalog and speciay 
\ Monroe Co., 80 Church St., Colfax, lowa 
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WISE MANAGEMENT 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 3, 1959 


2 Samuel 5, 6 and 8; Printed text, 5:1-12; 8:15 


Our lessons this quarter deal with the 
history of a nation, its rise to greatness 
and the beginning of its decline. If our 
eyes are open we have seen and shall 
continue to see how God’s providence 
governs the rise and fall of nations in our 
own day. 

The three men who contributed most 
to Israel’s rise were Samuel, Saul and 
David. Samuel recovered the nation’s 
independence, re-established justice, 
brought about a national revival of re- 
ligion, and wrote the constitution of the 
kingdom. Saul, the first king, proved 
to be the ablest warrior that Israel had 
possessed since the days of Joshua, and 
for the first time in her histcry Israel be- 
came at least a minor “power.” But Saul 
threw away the fruit of his military vic- 
tories because he had not learned to con- 
quer himself, because he failed to develop 
strength enough to meet the strain that 
came with wealth and power. When Sam- 
uel, the prophet, realized that God could 
no longer work through Saul, he secretly 
anointed David to be his successor. 

David’s subsequent rise was rapid. He 
slew Goliath, the champion of the Phil- 
istines; he won the friendship of Jona- 
than, the king’s son, and married the 
king's daughter; he became the darling of 
the people, Israel’s most successful gen- 
eral. Then suddenly, his fortunes 
changed. Saul became jealous and at- 
tempted repeatedly to kill him. He was 
forced to flee. For some years he lived 
as an outlaw, pursued by Saul, with no 
secure abode. As we look back we can 
see that prosperity and adversity both 
moulded his character and prepared him 
for the brilliant reign which followed. 

Finally his opportunity came. The 
Philistines attacked the Israelites on 
Mount Gilboa. The Israelites were bad- 
ly defeated, Jonathan was slain, and Saul 
committed suicide. Shortly thereafter an 
assembly of David’s own tribe, Judah, 
anointed him king in Hebron. The north- 
ern tribes, however, acknowledged Ish- 
bosheth, Saul’s fourth son, as their lord. 
David steadfastly refused to press his 
military advantage, and his patience and 
generosity finally paid off. After five 
years Ish-bosheth, a weakling, was as- 
sassinated. The leaders of the northern 
tribes then came to David at Hebron and 
requested that he assume the rule over 
the reunited nation. They recognized 
David not only as one of their own 
(“of the same bone and flesh’’) but also 
as one whom God had chosen to be a 
shepherd of his people Israel, i.e., as 
one who, under God, would concern him- 
self with the welfare of all the people. 
The figure of the Shepherd was a mean- 
ingful one to the people of that day. 
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“From their earliest years on the hills 
they had learned that the shepherd must 
lead. Now that they had decided to merge 
the two flocks they looked up to David 
for strong, constructive leadership. By 
such leadership they expected him to 
maintain the peace and rebuild the na- 
tion. In such a practical philosophy of 
government God stands first; the people, 
second; the ruler, third. He becomes their 
servant, in the name of the Lord.” (A. 
W. Blackwood: Preaching from Samuel) 

The new reign was inaugurated with 
a solemn ceremony in which king and 
people entered into a covenant with one 
another “before the Lord.” In the Cov- 
enant, we can be sure, both solemnly swore 
to fulfill their mutual obligations. The 
ceremony in which the President of the 
United States swears to uphold the pro- 
visions of the Constitution is a relic of 
this ancient ceremony. 

So David’s kingdom had its auspicious 
beginning. But there were three imme- 
diate problems to which he was forced 
to give attention—problems similar in a 
way to those which our government now 
faces, and requiring the highest type of 
statesmanship to solve—(1) the estab- 
lishment of political unity at home; (2) 
the gaining of military security abroad; 
and (3) the exercise Sf “good govern- 
ment,’ which includes both efficiency 
and righteousness. 


1. Political Unity, 2 Sam. 5:6-10 


David’s consummate wisdom as a 
statesman is demonstrated by his first 
act as king over Israel. For seven and 
a half vears the northern and southern 
tribes had been divided; in fact, they had 
never been really united since they en- 
tered the Promised Land. David’s mag- 
nanimity helped to heal old scars and 
prevented the rise of new grievances. But 
something more was needed, some con- 
structive effort in which all the tribes 
could unite, some common effort which 
would make them feel that they were 
partners in a joint enterprise, some new 
political alignment which would build 
true national unity. 

David accomplished this purpose by 
capturing Jerusalem, which had remain- 
ed a Jebusite stronghold ever since the 
Israelites entered the Promised Land, 
and by making it the capital of the new 
nation. The choice of this site was em- 
inently wise. Jerusalem was on the back- 
bone of hills which extended through the 
whole country from the desert to Esdra- 
elon and on the border between Judah 
and Israel—neutral ground, as it were. 

As a military post it was unrivalled. 
“On all but the north side the land 
dropped away steeply, so that defense 
could be concentrated on the north side, 
where a very strong wall had _ been 
erected. In the whole course of its long 





history, Jerusalem withstood many 
armies, succumbing only to the Baby- 
lonians, and later to the Romans.” The 
Jebusites, who controlled the citadel, 
boasted that it could be held with the 
blind and the lame—S:6 is obscure, but 
it is translated best as in the RSV, i.e., 
as a taunt: “You will not come in here, 
but (even) the blind and the lame will 
ward you off.” David retorted grimly 
that the entire garrison was blind and 
lame (vs. 8). He proceeded to take the 
city by a stratagem, pretending to attack 
the walls, while dispatching a handpicked 
group to enter the city through a sub- 
terranean channel (recently uncovered by 
the archaeologists) which had been con- 
structed to supply the fortress with water. 
From the Jebusites’ taunt and David’s 
reply (an early version of the present 
day “war of nerves”) arose the proverb 
quoted in vs. 8. Like many proverbs it 
is difficult to translate into another lan- 
guage. Probably it was intended to in- 
dicate that there are no impossible bar- 
riers. Those barriers which seem im- 
passible are like the “blind and lame” 
whom David overcame at Jerusalem. 

Having captured Jerusalem David be- 
gan to make it a more powerful fortress 
and, with the aid of Hiram, king of 
Tyre, a more magnificent city than it had 
been before. The old Jebusite fortress 
had been protected by gullies on all four 
sides. David extended the city by build- 
ing a fortress around the higher hill to 
the north. (The Millo, literally the ‘‘Fill- 
ing” refers apparently to the ravine on 
the northern edge of the old fortress. It 
was later filled in by Solomon (see 1 
Kings 9:15, 24; 11:27), whence the 
name Millo). Almost immediately the 
new city became a symbol of national 
unity and the central point of loyalty. 
Provincial loyalties were forgotten in 
the all-absorbing lovalties—for the mo- 
ment—to the nation. 


Il. Military Security, 5:17-25; 8:1-14 

From the days of the Judges Israel 
had been menaced by the Philistines, a 
warlike people occupying the Palestinian 
coast lands. 





“Recent research has shown that (they) 
were probably the last remnant of an 
Aegean civilization about which practical- 
ly all knowledge is lost. They had occu- 
pied parts of the Greek mainland, Asia 
Minor and Crete. Being pressed from be- 
hind by barbarian invaders from the 
north, they moved southward, beginning 
about the 13th century, and in the 12th 
century launched a terrific onslaught up- 
on Egypt by land and sea. They were 
repulsed by Rameses II, but were merely 
backed up along the Syrian coast and 
occupied much of the hill country and the 
land of southern and western Palestine. 
They intended to fasten themselves upon 
this land and to extend their dominance 
over Palestine.” 


They were checked by the unexpected 
Hebrew national solidarity brought about 


by the leadership of Saul. In the end 
however Saul was defeated and slain. It 


13 








seems that the Philistines had controlled 
the northern kingdom from that time on 
as a puppet kingdom. Fearing the new 
national spirit inspired by David’s cap- 
ture of Jerusalem, they sent their armies 
plunging across the border. The sacred 
historian tells us how David fell on the 
Philistines in the Valley of Rephaim (the 
great valley to the southwest of Jerusa- 
lem, which offers the natural entrance to 
the city) on two different occasions and 
how he twice won a decisive victory. The 
victory must have been decisive indeed, 
for never again did the Philistines 
threaten Israel’s future. 

The hostile nations on Israel’s eastern 
boundaries were also decisively checked, 
namely Moab, Ammon, Syria and Edom. 
David took terrible vengeance against 
the first named. The fighting men were 
compelled to lie down in rows, and two 
rows out of every three were then slaugh- 
tered in cold blood (8:2). Just why 
David did not display his usual mag- 
nanimity in this case we cannot say, but 
it was a cruel age, and in some ways 
David was not beyond his age. The war 
against Ammon mentioned in 8:12 is 
described more fully in 10:1-4; it was 
occasioned by a gross insult offered to 
David’s peaceful abassadors by Hanun, 
the king of Moab; various Syrian na- 
tions, including Rehob, Maachah, Tob 
and Damascus were drawn into the 
widening fray. All were defeated; their 
town and cities were plundered; and their 
territories added to the Hebrew domin- 
ions. 

So at last David’s wars were ended. 
He was now the ruler of an empire that 
stretched from the Lebanon mountains 
to the very borders of Egypt, from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Desert of Ara- 
bia. “Never before or after the time of 
David did Israel exceed this zenith of 
political power.” Did David then achieve 
military security? Yes, for two full gen- 
erations. But the subject people did not 
forget or forgive and rose again to plague 
the Israelites. When Jerusalem was fi- 
nally sacked, and its inhabitants carried 
into slavery, descendants of the Edomites 
whom David’s armies had so savagely 
flayed, harried their rear and exulted 
in their misery. 

ill. A Strengthened Church, 2 Sam- 

uel 6 


David saw that something more was 
needed than political unity and military 
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security. If the nation was to be strong it 
needed to be undergirded with the institu- 
tions of religion. One of David’s ‘‘shrewd- 
est acts” (according to Bernard W. An- 
derson) was the rescue of the Ark of the 
Covenant (a relic of earlier days) from 
the place of oblivion in which it had 
rested since the fall of the earlier center 
at Shiloh (in the days of Eli) and to 
bring it to Jerusalem with great pomp 
and ceremony. Dr. Blackwood reminds 
us in this connection that David believed 
in religious ceremony. “A man with 
imagination and a lover of people, he 
sensed the need of appeal to the eye.” 
His wife Michal thought he went too 
far. In view of New Testament sim- 
plicity some Christians today object to 
elaborate rites, and no one of us desires 
to emulate the Roman Catholics. We can 
agree with David, however, that some 
religious events need to be made sig- 
nificant. David hoped to go further 
and build a great house of worship, but 
that he had to leave for his successor. 


iV. “Good Government,” 2 Samuel 

8:15-18 

Political unity, military security and 
religious undergirding were prime req- 
uisites, but something more was needed 
if David’s reign was to be a success, and 
that was gocd government. In 2 Sam. 
8:15-18 we have a very brief reference 
to this all-important requirement. 

“David reigne@ over all Israel,” says 
the historian, ‘‘and executed justice and 
righteousness unto all his people.” As 
W. B. Blaikie points out, these words are 
significant: 

“For it is never said that Saul did any- 
thing of the kind. There is nothing to 
show that Saul was really interested in 
the welfare of the people, or that he took 
any pains to secure that just and orderly 
administration on which the prosperity 
of his kingdom depended. And most cer- 
tainly they are not words that could have 
been used of the ordinary government of 
Oriental kings. Tyranny, injustice, op- 
pression, robbery of the poor by the rich, 
government by favorites more cruel and 
unprincipled than their masters, imprison- 
ments, fines, conspiracies and assassina- 
tions were the usual features of Eastern 
government. . It is in vivid contrast 
to all these things that it is said, ‘David 
executed judgment (righteousness, RSV) 
and justice. He was just in the laws 
which he laid down and just in the de- 
cisions that he gave. He was inaccessible 
to bribes, proof against the influence of 
the rich and powerful, and deaf in such 
matters to every plea of expediency; he 


regarded nothing but the scales of jus- 
tice.” 

The names that follow have but little 
meaning for us. But they serve to remind 
us that no man can govern alone. His 
administration will be strong or weak, 
gC 0d or bad, honest or dishonest depend- 
ing on the men whom he appoints to 
positions of high responsibility. The his- 
torian gives us the name of some of the 
men who made David’s administration 
a notable one: Joab was commander-in- 
chief of the army and it was a real army, 


well organized and equipped. Jehosaphat 
was recorder, one who saw that carefy] 
records were kept and who served as the 
king’s adviser. Religious worship was 
put on a more solid and effective basis 
under the guidance of Zadok and Ahime- 
lech. Seraiah was scribe, Secretary of 
State we might call him, an official men- 
tioned a number of times in the course 
of the history (e.g., 2 Kings 12:10: 
18:18, 37; 22:3). The Cherethites and 
Pelethites served as David’s royal guards, 
David’s sons were not brought up as 
drones or parasites. To the extent that 
they were capable, they were put into 
positions of authority in all branches of 
the administration, as soldiers, civil serv- 
ants, and priests. The names of these 
men have long since been forgotten; but 
they served their own day efficiently and 
well; and had it not been for them, men 
would not have looked backward to 
David’s glorious reign, or forward to the 
coming of David’s greater Son. 


For Further Consideration 

We need to achieve a greater degree of 
political unity—within our own nation 
and within the free world. We need states- 
men who will put the good of the nation 
above partisan advantage. We need mili- 
tary security. We need good government, 
an honest administration, an efficient ad- 
ministration—men in high places who 
will be seen to execute righteousness and 
justice for all the people. Conscientious 
men will differ regarding the measures 
to achieve the end, but conscientious men 
in all parties must agree as to the end— 
justice and righteousness for all people. 
David “executed justice and righteous- 
ness unto all his people’—unto the Is- 
raelites, but not unto the Moabites, and 
not unto the Edomites. There was the 
fatal flaw in his foreign policy. With 
us, it must be righteousness and justice 
to all people—Americans (white and 
black, rich and poor)—Europeans—Asi- 
atics—Africans. It is not merely a na- 
tional policy that is required, but also 
a global policy. 

If there is to be a safe world for us 
all, men must increasingly recognize that 
they have a common Father to whom all 
men are infinitely precious; they must 
come to recognize that moral law under- 
girds our world, a moral order which is 
fundamental and eternal, and which is 
relevant not only to the individual life 
but also to the corporate life of men 
and the ordering of human society; and 
that this moral law, and the way to its 
achievement has been revealed in Jesus 
Christ. Our religious institutions must 
be strengthened for this end. 

Political unity, military security, jus- 
tice and righteousness for all people, 
world community, a strengthened church 
—are these our proper objectives? What 
are their inter-relations? How shall they 
be sought? What else should be added? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Study guides for use with each of the 
twelve volumes of the Layman’s Theo- 
logical Library have been published by 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. These 
guides are designed to provide clear and 
non-technical helps to enable leaders in 
group discussions. 

The guide is supplied free of charge 
with each book in the series and even- 
tually will be printed inside the book’s 
jacket. 





* * * 

Boys’ Life, (New Brunswick, N. J.) 
publication of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, is offering a descriptive list of “books 
that boys like” with single copies free 
in return for a stamped self-addressed 
envelope. 

x * x 

It is surprising that some reader (be- 
sides the author) has not called attention 
to the boner appearing on this page 
February 23 in connection with the new 
Holmes Rolston book, Faces About the 
Christ, where it was predicted that with 
the author’s well known interest in the 
life and teachings of the Apostle Paul, 
it would not be surprising to see his next 
book deal with characters in relation to 
the Apostle. This was more than pro- 
phetic because he has already done it in 
Personalities Around Paul! 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Summary of Christian History. Robert 
A. Baker. Broadman Press, Nashville, 
Tenn. $6. 

The Holy Spirit, State, Church and 
School. William Edward Smith. Meador 
Publishing Co., Boston, Mass. $5. 

A Christian Interpretation of Marriage. 
Henry A. Bowman. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $2.50. 

Stewardship in the New Testament 
Church. Revised. Holmes Rolston. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. $1.50, paper. 

The Upper Room Book of Easter Carols. 
Bliss Wiant. Upper Room, Nashville, Tenn. 
15¢, paper. 

The Baby Sitter’s Guide. Mary Furlong 
Moore. Berkley Publishing Corporation, 
N. Y. 25¢, paper. 

The Unanointed. Laurene Chinn. Crown 
Publishers, N. Y. $3.95. 

The Christian Faith and Non-Christian 
Religions. A. C. Bouquet. Harper & Bros., 
BF. SF, 

A Southern Moderate Speaks. Brooks 
Hays. University of North Carolina Press, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. $3.50. 

The Adventure of Learning in College. 
Roger H. Garrison. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$3.25. 
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For Such a Time as This. Oswald Riess. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
2.50. 

Talks for Children on Christian Ideals. 
Julius Fischbach. Abingdon Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. $2.25. 

The Crusade at the Golden Gate. Sher- 
wood Eliot Wirt. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$2.75. 

A New Quest of the Historical Jesus. 
James M. Robinson. Alec R. Allenson Inc., 
Naperville, Ill. $2.25, paper. 

Ten Years of Discovery in the Wilder- 
ness of Judea. J. T. Milik. Alec R. Allen- 
son Inc., Naperville, Ill. $2.50, paper. 

In All Love and Honor. Scudder M. Par- 
ker. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
$2.95. 

Christian Family Living. Hazen G. Wer- 
ner. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. $1. 

Pathway to the Fold. Mabel M. Host. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, N. Y. $2.50. 

Maker of Heaven and Earth. Langdon 
Gilkey. Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $4.50. 

A Second Reader’s Notebook. Compiled 
oF ea Kennedy. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 

-95. 


At the Lord’s Treasury. Carlton C. Buck. 
Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. No price 
listed. 

An Introduction to the Theology of the 
New Testament. Alan Richardson. Harper 
& Bros., N. Y. $5. 

The Christian Family. 
Braam Barrett. 
N. Y. $2.50. 

God, Sex and Youth. William E. Hulme. 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 
$2.95. 

A Layman’s Guide to Our Lord’s Prayer. 
Kendrick Strong. The Upper Room, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 35¢, paper. 

Lenten Meditations for Youth. Compiled 
by Maurice A. Phillips. The Upper Room, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

The Crown and the Cross. Frank G. 
Slaughter. World Publishing Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. $4.95. 
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CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 








POSITION WANTED 


SEMINARY STUDENT SEEKS INTERN- 

SHIP for school year 59-60; age 24, mar- 
ried, no children; BA and two years at 
Princeton Seminary. Write, R. D. 1, North 
Post Road, Trenton, New Jersey. 





The Science of Society. Mary Burt Mes- 
ser. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $5. 
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Two 

new additions 

to the 

HOW TO STUDY 
THE BIBLE Series 


by Joseph M. Gettys 


How to Study Acts 


A step-by-step guide to one of 
the most dramatic books in all 
literature. With questions, out- 
lines, discussions. Designed for 
individual study. Paper, $2.00 


How to Teach Acts 


For leaders. Points out how to 
approach, prepare, begin, and 
teach each lesson, and how to 
look toward the next assignment. 

Paper, $1.25 


Two other 
useful volumes 


How to Study 
the Revelation 
Helpful for studying one of the 
most fascinating but least under- 
stood books of the Bible. 

Paper, $1.25 


How to Teach 
the Revelation 


Assists the teacher in explain- 
ing Revelation. Shows how to 
interpret its symbolism. 


Paper, 75¢ 
Ask your bookseller 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Edwin C. Brammer, Jr., from Greens- 
boro, N. C., to 2526 Lullington Dr., Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C., May 1. 

Warren B. Gaw, from York, S. C., to the 
First church, Rome, Ga., Box 728. 

W. Hobart Childs, from Savannah, Ga., 
to 104 Buena Vista St., Greenville, S. C. 

Edgar D. Byers, from Goldsboro, N. C., 
to the Effingham, S. C., church. 

Milton C. Bierschwale, from West Co- 
lumbia, Texas, to the Nocona, Texas, 
church. 

Robert E. Burnett, from Winfield, W. 
Va., to 7 Sutherland Dr., Rt. 2, St. Albans 
1, W. Va., where he serves the Riverlawn 
church. 

Kenneth C. Miller, formerly of Iola, 
Kans. (UPUSA) has become pastor of the 
Casa Linda church, 9353 Garland Rd., 
Dallas 18, Texas. 

C. C. McNeill (retired), from Washing- 
ton, D. C., to Box 268, Pompano Beach, 
Fla. 

Anthony D. Hildebrand, Jr., from Au- 
gusta, Ky., to the Millersburg, Ky., and 
Shawan churches, 

Robert G. Grigsby, from Perry, Fla., to 
the Gulf Beach church. Rt. 3, Panama 
City, Fla. 

Paul D. Wright, from Rio Hondo, Texas, 
to the First church, Box 848, Harlingen, 
Texas, 

Edwin R. Wilson, from Baton Reuge. 
La., to the First church, Corinth, Miss 

H. P. Ruppenthal, formerly pastor of 
the Northgate church, Durham, N. C., hes 
been honorably retired and is living at 
2515 Roxboro Rd., Durham. N. C 

W. H. Morrison, from Dekalb, Miss., to 
the newly organized Denham Springs. La 
church, 602 Poplar St 

Freeman B. Parker, Staunton, Va., will 
become pastor of Central church, 2627 
First Ave., N., St. Petersburg 13, Fla., 
May 1. 

David P. Jordan, who has been minis- 
ter of education of the Harvey Browne 
Memorial church, Louisville, Ky., has re- 
ported for duty as a chaplain in the U.S 
Air Force. 

Eugene L. Strickland, from Junction, 
Texas, to 3321 33rd St., Lubbock, Texas, 
where he has become assistant pastor of 
Westminster church. 

T. Henry Stafford, Jr., from Midland, 
Texas, to 14630 Whiteheather St., Hous- 
ton 25, Texas, where he has become pastor 
of the newly organized South Glen 
church. 

C. Walker Sessions, from Atlanta, Ga., 
to the First church, Marianna, Ark 








Presbyterian, U. P. USA 
Stanley M. Johnson, 
Minn., to the First 
Minn. 
George Barbarik, retired, from Lake- 
wood, Ohio, to Box 54, Needville, Texas 
Clarence E. Davison, from Pittsburgh. 
Pa., to 14 Myrtle Ave., Summit, N. J. 
Frank Kuo, from Piggott, Ark., to West- 
minster church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, May 


from Kasota, 
church, Crookston, 


Donald A. DeMott, from New Rochelle, 
N. Y., to Calvary church, St. Louis, Mo 


THE OUTLOOK ... 
—brings you editorials — 
News while it is news. 
Church Paper Week, April 19-26 
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Charles E. Andrus, from Hannibal, Mo., 
to First church, Fayetteville, Ark. 

Robert Cuthill, from Fredericktown, 
Mo., to the Coates Street church, Moberly, 
Mo. 

Douglas J. Elwood, Maryville, Tenn., 
has accepted a call to become college 
pastor and professor at Missouri Valley 
College, Marshall, Mo., effective June 1. 


DEATHS 


William A. Murdock of St. 
church, St. Louis, Mo., died 
heart attack March 2. 

Clarence E. Dodge, 56, 
Southern church, Amarillo, Texas, for 
the past 10 years, died there March 25 
after an extended illness. All his pastor- 
ates were in Texas and Cklahoma. 

Mrs. Robert F. (Joyce Hudson) Gribble, 
wife of the professor of Old Testament at 
Austin (Texas) Seminary, died there 
March 1 after an illness of six months. 

R. H. Ratchford, 67, of the Goshen 
church, N. Belmont, N. C., died Apr. 7 
in a Charlotte, N. C., hospital. Before 
going to the Goshen church in 1946 he 
served in Greeleyville, S. C., for 18 years. 

Mrs. Webster E. Browning, 85, retired 
missionary to Chile, died March 31 in 
Moline, Ill. Her husband died in 1942. 
The Brownings, who made their home 
following retirement in 1939 in Wooster, 
Ohio, served in Uruguay and Argentina 
until 1936 when Dr. Browning was ap- 
pointed to the New York staff of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of Foreign 
Missions 


Andrews 
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AUSTIN SEMINARY 
New members of the 
Presbyterian Theological 
cently elected are: 


Austin (Texas) 

Seminary re- 
J. Rodman Williams, 
First church, Rockford, Ill, associate 
professor of systematic theology: Pres- 
cott H. Williams, Jr., Baltimore, Md., as- 
sistant professor, Old Testament depart- 
ment; Paul Calvin Payne, who has been 
serving as visiting professor at McCor- 


mick Seminary, will be visiting professor 
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of Christian education; and Don Marvin 
Williams, Austin Seminary 1958 fellow- 
ship winner, studying in Edinburgh, Scot. 
land. Also, Earl C. Scott, now studying at 
Harvard, will join the New Testament 
department next fall. Dietrich Ritschi 
was elected to an additional two-year 
term as a visiting professor, and James 
A. Wharton was reappointed an assistant 
professor in the Biblical department. 


LOUISVILLE SEMINARY 

Louisville Seminary has added two pro- 
fessors to its faculty: Kenneth G. Phifer, 
Alexandria, Va., pastor, will become pro- 
fessor of homiletics, effective in July; 
and Albert C. Winn of Stillman College 
(Ala.) will become professor of doctrinal 
theology in 1960. 


U. P. USA MODERATORIAL NOMINEE 
Arthur L, Miller, of the Montview 
Boulevard church, Denver, Colo., has been 
endorsed as a nominee for Moderator of 
the Indianapolis General Assembly, sup- 
ported by the Presbyteries of Denver and 
Crawfordsville (Ind.) and other judica- 
tories. 
DCEs 
Mabel Green, from Hot Springs, Ark., 
to the First church. Durant, Okla. 
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